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F
ro

m
 th

e
 C

h
a

irm
a

n
:

D
ear D

evotees,

W
ish you all a very H

appy, H
ealthy and a P

rosperous N
ew

 Year once
again.  T

he N
ew

 Y
ear D

ay celebration started of w
ith an excellent

w
eather.  W

e had T
he Laksharchana for S

ri V
enkatesw

ara, and M
uthangi

S
eva for S

iva, M
eenakshi , V

enkatesw
ara and P

adm
avathi.  T

he cultural
program

 in the afternoon w
as very good and organized very w

ell.  T
here

w
as a constant flow

 of devotees w
ith an estim

ated num
ber of about

5000 people.  E
veryone enjoyed the P

oojas, the w
eather, the cultural

program
 and the  delicious food from

 all the local Indian R
estaurants.

To
w

a
rd

s th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f la
st ye

a
r w

e
 co

n
stru

cte
d

 a
 p

o
rtico

 fo
r th

e
R

a
ja

g
o

p
u

ra
m

 E
n

tra
n

ce
.  T

h
is w

a
s m

a
in

ly to
 p

ro
te

ct th
e

 n
e

w
R

ajagopuram
 door from

 rain and sun.  T
he entrance now

 looks m
ajestic.

T
h

e
 ta

sk fo
rce

 fo
rm

e
d

 la
st ye

a
r is w

o
rkin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 d

e
ta

ils fo
r  th

e
perm

anent recognition of  donors and volunteers.

T
he Long-term

 P
lanning C

om
m

ittee is w
orking to com

e up w
ith good

plans for the next 5 to 10 years.  T
he A

nnual F
und R

aising B
anquet

“JY
O

T
H

I” is set for A
pril 28th, 2007.  T

his is the first tim
e in the last five

or six years w
e are raising m

oney to reduce our tem
ple loan.  W

e w
ould

like to m
ake our tem

ple debt-free in the next few
 years. E

ven though it is
not for any special project or building, kindly D

O
N

A
T

E
 G

E
N

E
R

O
U

S
LY

as alw
ays and support the tem

ple.

W
e have im

proved the P
ooja services both in the tem

ple and outside,
w

ith eight priests w
orking currently in the tem

ple.  W
ith hard w

ork of the
P

ooja C
om

m
ittee and the Tem

ple staff the A
nnual P

ooja sponsorships
has trem

endously increased.

O
n the E

ducation area, the V
edic H

eritage S
chool for the children, A

dult
H

induism
 C

lasses, Language C
lasses and Yoga classes are going good.

A
 com

m
ittee is looking into the possibilities and w

orking out the details
for starting a M

ontessori S
chool in our tem

ple in the near future.  T
he

Library has also grow
n m

uch m
ore and is very busy on the w

eek-ends.

T
he K

itchen is very busy on the w
eek-ends.  W

e have added one m
ore

person to w
ork in the kitchen.  D

osai and P
oori have becom

e a “H
it” in

our cafeteria.

I w
ould like to T

hank all the coordinators and volunteers for the all the
hard w

ork.  M
y sincere thanks to each and every one of you for your

dedication and generous support.  O
ur G

oal is to constantly im
prove

our services, satisfy the devotees and m
ake your visit to the tem

ple a
pleasant and a heart-w

arm
ing one.

M
ay G

oddess M
eenakshi , S

ri S
undaresw

ara, S
ri V

enkatesw
ara &

 S
ri

P
adm

avathi show
er their B

lessings on you and your fam
ilies.

W
ith B

est R
egards,

T.A
. D

orairajan
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R
eligious &

 P
uja S

ervices update
(C

handrasekhar Y
allam

palli, R
eligious &

 P
uja A

ctivities C
oordinator)

A
nnual P

uja S
ponsorship:

T
he im

plem
entation of the services under A

nnual P
uja S

ponsorship is
dram

atically im
proved, w

ith the help of our dedicated personnel and the
use of our new

 w
ebsite, w

w
w

.em
eenakshi.org.

P
lease read the updated A

nnual P
uja S

ponsorship F
orm

 included in this
issue of Tem

ple Tim
es. A

ll the m
ajor sponsored P

ujas are listed separately
for the devotees to choose from

. A
ll sponsors receive a rem

inder a day
before the scheduled puja, and after the puja is perform

ed prasadam
 is

m
ailed to their hom

e address. A
ll P

ujas are perform
ed in your (fam

ily’s)
nam

e, w
hether you are present or absent at the tim

e of sankalapam
.

S
om

e of the benefits of the A
nnual P

uja S
ponsorship are:

i).one tim
e paym

ent for all the pujas you w
ant to perform

 for the entire
year, ii).you w

ill not m
iss any of that special puja/abhishekam

 for the
D

eity, even if you are unable to attend,
iii). receive prasadam

 by m
ail, and iv).discounted rates.

P
lease fill in the inform

ation and select the P
uja you w

ould like to be
perform

ed in the A
nnual P

uja S
ponsorship F

orm
 and fax it to the tem

ple
office at 281-489 3540.

S
aree/D

hothi/O
rnam

ent offerings/donations to the D
eities;

Im
plem

ented a bar-coding system
 for all the in-kind donations such as

sarees, dhothis and jew
ellery by the devotees to help m

anage the
inventory effectively. v

v
v

v
v

M
T

S
 Library N

ew
s

V
.K

. D
orai

Joint-T
reasurer &

 Library C
oordinator

T
hanks to M

rs. R
em

ani R
adhakrishnan, w

ho volunteered her tim
e w

hile
visiting P

earland, the process of cataloging of the library books is under
w

ay. O
nce inform

ation on all the books is entered into the spreadsheet,
it w

ill be uploaded into the Library M
anagem

ent S
ystem

. T
he barcode

labels w
ill be printed and stuck on the books. T

his w
ill com

plete the
cataloging of D

V
D

s, audio C
D

s, and books.

B
ooks: N

ew
 arrivals:

P
rinciples of H

igher Living: T
he W

estern E
xperience upon the S

hores
of E

astern W
isdom

, by S
w

am
i S

ai P
rem

ananda; Toronto, C
anada.

R
eligious, spiritual, novels, m

usic &
 language lesson books, children’s

books, carnatic classical m
usic C

D
s, m

usic lesson C
D

s, dance lesson
D

V
D

s, and yoga lesson D
V

D
s are being shipped from

 C
hennai. Look

forw
ard to m

ore details in the next Tem
ple T

im
es.
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 M
T

S
 S

C
H

O
L

A
R

S
H

IP

M
T

S
 is pleased to offer four S

C
H

O
LA

R
S

H
IP

S
, each

w
orth $500, to qualified high school seniors based on

m
erit and financial need.

E
LIG

IB
ILIT

Y
 C

R
IT

E
R

IA
:

R
esidency:

H
ouston and vicinity

H
igh S

chool G
raduation:

M
ay 2007

D
ate of E

nrollm
ent in

C
ollege or U

niversity:
F

all 2007
S

AT
 S

core:
1600 and above

A
C

T
 S

core:
21 and above

G
PA

3.0 and above
A

cadem
ic R

ecord:
A

t least a “B
” average

A
pplications available from

 the M
T

S
 w

ebsite
w

w
w

.m
eenakshi.org

D
E

A
D

LIN
E

: A
pplications m

ust be
postm

arked on or before A
pril 12, 2007

If you have any questions: E
m

ail the M
T

S
 S

cholarship
C

om
m

ittee at radram
@

aol.com or call (281) 496-6700.



7
18

April  2007

��������	
�	���
������������	����	��
�

������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����	
� ����	
� �����	
� �������	
� ������	
� ����	
� �	� ���	
�

�� �	�����������	 � �������� 	�� !� "� #� $� ��
%�&!�����

�������	
���

�
�
�������	
��

��
��������
�
��
�

�
��
�
����
�
��

�&������
����
�

�������	
���
�

������������
�������	
��

��
�
��
�
�
�
�
�

���
�

�&������
�

��������
�
�������	
��

� � �������	
� �
$&!��� �

�����
!�
�
��� �
�&����� �

����"���
	����
��

�
�	
�
�
�
�
#�
������� �

%�&������
� ������
$$
�
�������	
� �

�
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�

'� (�����	 �
�

%�� %%� %����	)	�	 �
�

%!�*+	�	���
�

%"�

� �&����� �
����
�

�������	
��
��

�

�������
���
�
�������	
��

�&����� �
�

��������
�
�������	
��

� �&����� �
����

���	
���

�
 �
�������	
� �

�������	
� �
$&!��� ��

�����
!�
�
��� �
�&������

����"���
	����
����� ��� �

,��+	���-	�	� �

&
����%�
�'�
��
%�&!������

���.�	����	�����
/����	���	�	��

%%&�������
%
�
��
�
����
�

�
�
�
�

����������� �
%#���	����	 �� %$� %�� %'� %(� 0�����+	 �� ����1������� �%�

�
%�&������

���������
��(�������
���
$$
�

�
�&����� �

����
�)%
�!����
�������	
��

�&����� �
�

����
�
�������	
��

�
�

�

�&������
�

��������
�
�������	
��

�
�

� �&����� �
����

����
�
��
�
�������	
��

�������	
� �
$&!��� ��

�����
!�
�
��� �
�&�������� ����

"���
	����
��

*
!�
	�����
�
���
�

%�&������
�������
$$
�
�������	
��

�
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�

������	������� �!����	�)	��� �"� �#� �$��,	�	)���
�����
	
	����� �

��� *+	�	� ���' �

%%&�������
�

��������
�
��
�
�������	
��

�&����� �
�

����
�
�������	
��

))�
�

���
����*
�
�

�������	
��

�&�����  �
�

��������
�
�������	
��

� �&����� �
�

�����
��
	
�
�
�
���

��� �
�������	
��

�������	
� �
$&!���� ���

�����
!�
�
���+ �
�&����� �

����"���
	����
����

�
��
	
�
�
�
���

����

%�&������
�������
$$
�
�������	
�+�

%�&!����� �����
���	
���

�
�
�������	
��
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�
�(���	����	 � !�� � � � � �

,	�	)��
	
	�����
����2�	�����

%����  �,��
��
���������	
� �

�����
��
	
�
�
�
���

��+�

�&������
����
�)%
�!���
�������	
��

�

�&����� �
�
�

����
�
�������	
��

�

�

� � � � �

�
�

��������	

��������
�����������	����
��

�����������	�
���


�
���������	��	�	���	���������������	��
�����������������������������
����������������������

 �!����
��

��������
��	�
�
	���	�

�����
�������	��	�	���	���������	��
����	���	�����

�����

	������������ �����!��
�	��	����������	������������
��
��
	�
����"���
	�	�������
�	�

#�����$�����%
	
�	�%

	���	�
�$�����&
������	���	��
�	�

����'�������	���	!��	

�����
������	�����
���
	���������	(�
�)��*��	�
�	���%

	
�	
�&

��
��+
����$	���	���$��	��

&
����	�
�,���&

����	�������������
�����	��	�	���	��#
����������	���	
�����	���

�	��
�&
	
��
������������������-	���	����������"���


	�	� �	��	�	���	�������	��
�	��
������#�������.���	����������	�
�	������������

��
�����������������������	�
�
��������������!��������������	�� ��

�
�"��#��
�$�%

&
�

�����������'��������((((((�)�"������*�����((((((((((
(((�

�
+

��������&
�����,���������#

�
----�.��������,���������"����----�/���&

�������������
��----�+

�"�����������----�)�������$�0�1��&
���������

����----���������������----�������0������&
���----�

2�"�������������
----�+

������������������,������----���������������

�
3�����������������#

�
$��	�	����������
������
�%

��������������	�
�!��
� �
�

��

���	
�������
�
���/��������
��	
�	�
���	�������
���������� ��

��	�)���	

�0���

���	

�����������)��!�	�
��������
��1�

)�"����������3��#�4�

��
2���������������������!����������	��3�

4�����+
��	��	��567�/78�796/����:�	�
3������ ���	�;!

�	�
 ���
��

,���	)��������
����96�/9<
��7'9�:��3�6������66��

�:�	�
3�����
�;����	)��� ��!
���

=
��3�����3>

>
### ����	)��� ��!

�

�
S

R
I M

E
E

N
A

K
S

H
I

T
E

M
P

L
E

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y

P
e

a
rla

n
d

, T
X

, U
S

A



17
8

May  2007
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������	
�������

����	
� ����	
� �����	
� �������	
� ������	
� ����	
� �	� ���	
�
� � %� ������� 	�� !� "� #�
� � �&����� �

�
��������
�

�������	
��

�&����� �
�����������

�������	
���
�
��
�
�
�
�
 �

���
�

� �������	
� �
$&!����

������
!�
�
���+ �
�&����� �

����"���
	����

%�&������
�������
$$
�
�������	
�+�
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�
$�����	 ��� �� '� (��

��	)	�	 ��
%�� %%� %��

%�&!�����
�������	
���

�
�

�������	
�+�
%%&�������

�������
���
�
�������	
�+�

�&����� �
�
�	
�
�
�
�
#�
���������

�&����� ��
�

�����
�
�������	
��

�

�&����� �
�

��������
�
�������	
��

�&����� �
����

���	
���

�
�
�������	
��

� �������	
� �
$&!��� �

�����
!�
�
���+�
�

�&����� �
����"���
	����

%�&������
�������
$$
�
�������	
��

�
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

�	
������ �
%!��*+	�	���

�
%"�

��	����	 �
%#� %$� %��0����+	��

�
%'��1������

�
%(�

%�&!�����
�������	
���

�
�

�������	
��
������3��4	
�

%�&!���� �-
����
�
�
�
��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�+�

�$�.�
�����
�(����
����"���
	������
�����
!�
�
����

�&����� ��
�

����
�)%
�!����
�������	
��

�

�&����� �
�

��������
�
�������	
��

� �&������
�

�����
����
�
��
�
�������	
��

�������	
� �
$&!���� �

������
!�
�
���+�
�&������

����"���
	����
��

���
��(�������
*
!�
	�����
��

%�&������
�������
$$
�
�������	
��

�
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�

��� �%����	�)	��� � ���� �������������
�	�����

�!� �"� �#� �$�

� �&������
�����
�

�������	
��
��

����*
�
��
�������	
��

�&������
���������
�

�������	
��
���

������
����
�
��
�
�������	
��

� � �������	
� �
$&!�������

�����
!�
�
��� �
�&����� ��

����"���
	�����
���� �
��
	
�
�
�
���

�� ��

%�&������
�������
$$
�
�������	
��

�
%%&�������

%
�
��
�
����
�

����*+	�	����� �'� �(��
��	����	 ��

!�� !%������ 	� � � �

%�&!�����
�������	
���

�
�

�������	
��

�&����� ��
�

����
��
�������	
��

�

�&������
����
�)%
�!����
�������	
���

���������
�
�������	
��

�

,�	+	���
,��	+	 �
�&������

����
����
�
��
 �
�������	
��

�&����� �
�������

�������	
�
����
��
 )���������������������

)���
�
�
�
�
���
�

� �

�
�

Texas.  R
ainy and cold w

eather did not stop the devotees to carry P
aal K

udam
(m

ilk pot) on their head and K
avadi (short

w
ooden beam

 w
ith tw

o hanging K
udam

 –brass pots containing m
ilk) on their

shoulder during procession from
 Lord G

anesh’s S
annadhi and circled into the

m
ain tem

ple hall.

“K
andanukku, A

rogaraa, K
um

aranukku, A
rogaraa, M

uruganukku, A
rogaraa,

V
elanukku, A

rogarra” w
ere only am

ong a few
 chants that vibrated from

 all the
devotees around the Tem

ple during procession.  Idols of the three deities,
Lord S

ubrahm
anya along w

ith his tw
o consorts V

alli and D
evayanai, w

ere
clothed in yellow

 robes w
hen presented in the m

ain tem
ple.

A
 total of m

ore than 250 people attended the program
, during w

hich the m
ilk

pots carried by 101 devotees w
ere poured upon the idols as an offering for

A
bhishekam

. D
uring the A

lankaram
 (decoration of deities), devotees sang

religious songs and recited the “S
kanda S

ashti K
avacham

.”  P
riests concluded

th
e

 ce
le

b
ra

tio
n

 w
ith

 A
rch

a
n

a
 a

n
d

 th
e

 fin
a

l A
a

rti. It w
a

s fo
llo

w
e

d
 b

y th
e

distribution of sw
eets and prasadham

s.

T
hai P

oosam
 festival concluded w

ith dinner prepared by m
any dedicated

volunteers. It w
as very obvious the volunteers had put a lot of effort in preparing

the food. T
hanks to the Tem

ple staff, the P
riests, the V

olunteers, and above
all, the devotees, w

ho m
ade it all possible, to have such a m

em
orable event.

T
hai S

ukravara D
eepa P

uja:

M
ahasivarathri C

elebrations at S
ri M

eenakshi T
em

ple S
ociety

B
y Tejas N

. D
ave

T
his year, at S

ri M
eenakshi Tem

ple, M
aha S

hivaratri w
as celebrated w

ith m
uch

pom
p and splendor as alw

ays on T
hrusday, F

ebruary 15, 2007. T
he festivities

started around 5:00 P
M

 w
ith the P

radosh S
hiva abhishekam

. T
his w

as follow
ed

by the 108 S
anka (conch) P

uja. In this puja, 108 sanka or conch shells are all
arranged and filled w

ith w
ater. A

fter this, abhishekam
 for S

ri S
undaresw

ara
w

as perform
ed using the w

ater

from
 the S

ankas.

A
fter the abhishekam

 and alankaram
, the procession of Lord S

hiva around
the tem

ple w
as perform

ed as it w
as a P

radosham
. D

evotees took the m
urthis

on N
andi (the vahana of lord S

hiva) and joyfully circled around the tem
ple

even though the tem
perature w

as in the thirties. T
he m

urthies w
ere then brought

into the tem
ple and after arathi for Lord S

undaresw
ara, the A

tm
a Ling P

ooja
began. In this pooja devotees w

ere perm
itted to pour m

ilk over Lord S
hiva. A

ll
the devotees got into a huge line and w

aited their turn.

U
pon the com

pletion of the A
tm

a Ling P
ooja, the C

hathurkala P
ooja began for

Lord S
undaresw

ara. In this pooja, abhishekam
 w

as perform
ed by chanting

the R
udram

 at 12:00 A
.M

., 1:00 A
.M

., 2:00 A
.M

. and 4:30 A
.M

. T
hroughout the

night; devotees sang bhajans and filled the entire tem
ple w

ith joy.
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aduganathan)

T
he 2007 N

ew
 Year’s D

ay poojas and festivities at the S
ri M

eenakshi Tem
ple w

as
a grand success. B

eautiful sunny w
eather and a pleasant and enthusiastic group

of volunteers and tem
ple staff w

elcom
ed the devotees throughout the day.

T
he celebration com

m
enced bright and early w

ith a G
anesha H

om
am

 and
A

bhishekham
 for P

rasanna V
inayagar at the G

anesh Tem
ple.  T

his w
as

follow
ed by a Laksharchana for S

ri V
enkatesw

ara and M
uthangi S

eva for all
P

radhana M
urthies in the m

ain tem
ple. T

he priests had m
ade elaborate

a
la

n
g

a
ra

m
s fo

r L
o

rd
 S

h
iva

, V
e

n
ka

te
sh

w
a

ra
 a

n
d

 G
o

d
d

e
ss M

e
e

n
a

ksh
i.

H
undreds of devotees lined up for the D

harshan all day long. T
he volunteers

w
orked hard to m

anage the flow
 inside the m

ain tem
ple.  S

pecial archanas
continued for all D

eities at the m
ain tem

ple every half-hour and for all D
eities

in the corner m
andapam

s every hour throughout the day.

T
he afternoon presented an enriching m

ulticulturalprogram
 of folk, fusion, sem

i-
classical, and B

ollyw
ood dances in the K

alyana M
andapam

.  T
he S

ri M
eenakshi

Tem
ple S

ociety chairm
an, D

r. D
orairajan, w

elcom
ed the audience.  S

how
casing

the eclectic styles and traditions from
 K

ashm
ir to K

anya K
um

ari, this year’s
program

, R
hythm

s 2007, captivated a jam
-packed crow

d for over tw
o and a

half hours.  T
he energy in the room

w
as evident w

ith songs in H
indi, K

annada, M
alayalam

, Telugu, and Tam
il.

T
he vibrant perform

ers show
cased their talents in solo acts and groups

perform
ing to m

edleys.  T
he afternoon’s exciting line-up attested to H

ouston’s
talent and creativity.

In addition to the scheduled m
orning prayers and cultural program

, devotees
also had a variety of other exciting things to do at the tem

ple.  F
ood from

 local
Indian restaurants w

as available from
 8am

 to 9pm
.

Idly, vada, and m
asala dosa w

ere am
ong the available dishes. F

am
ilies and

friends sat around the outdoor tables and enjoyed the Indian cuisine.  T
here

w
as also a steady flow

 of visitors in the tem
ple library.

S
ri M

eenakshi Tem
ple S

ociety’s N
ew

 Year’s D
ay 2007 w

as a success in every
w

ay and drew
 huge attendance from

 the H
ouston com

m
unity.  M

r. C
. V

ijayarajan,
the coordinator of the N

ew
 Year’s D

ay program
, stated that about 5000 devotees

visited the tem
ple.  T

hanks to all the volunteers, tem
ple staff, devotees, and

sponsors w
ho m

ade this possible.

T
hai P

oosam
 C

elebration at S
ri M

eenakshi T
em

ple S
ociety

T
hai P

oosam
 is a festival occurring in the solar m

onth of T
hai (January-

F
ebruary) on the day of the star P

oosam
.  T

hai P
oosam

 occurs to celebrate
and thank the Lord S

ubrahm
anya. T

his year, it w
as celebrated on T

hursday,
F

ebruary 1, on a full M
oon day, at S

ri M
eenakshi Tem

ple S
ociety, in P

earland
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